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The Tell Mardikh Tablets
The recent discovery of 14,000 inscribed tablets from about 2300 B.C. has been hailed as being
possibly the archeological discovery of the century.
By LAWRENCE T. GERATY and WILLIAM H. SHEA
nexpected finds such as that of the Dead Sea
scrolls from Qumran near the northern end of
the Dead Sea 30 years ago and that of the Ugaritic texts from Ras Shamra on the Mediterranean coast of
' Syria less than 50 years ago have revolutionized the
scholarly study of the Bible. Among other things they
have pointed to the accuracy and antiquity of the manuscripts upon which our Bible translations are based. But
a new discovery at Tell Mardikh in Syria (about halfway
between Aleppo and Hamath) may be even more exciting
for students of the Bible.
Since 1964 an Italian expedition headed by Dr. Paolo
Matthiae has been excavating Tell Mardikh, the ancient
town of Ebla. Last summer, during the months of August and September, 14,000 inscribed clay tablets were
found in a scribal school adjoining the city's palace (a
few were found the summer
before). Dated securely by
the discoverers and their
epigrapher, Dr. Giovanni Pettinato, to about 2300 B.C.,
most of the tablets are in the
Canaanite language, but some
of them are in Sumerian (the
non-Semitic tongue of the
earliest Mesopotamian civilization), and all of them are
written in a fine cuneiform
script. The archive is said to
contain correspondence,
treaties, laws, records, historical, and religious texts.
Lawrence T. Geraty, Ph.D.,
and William H. Shea, M.D.,
are each assistant professor
of Old Testament at Andrews
University Theological Seminary, Berrien Springs, Michigan.

This unusual find of the earliest and largest collection
of Canaanite inscriptions so far known, is significant for
several reasons. Historically, it opens a new chapter in
the history of the ancient Near East. Scholars had known
of the existence of Ebla from references to the town in
previously discovered texts of Sargon and Naram-Sin,
both kings of Akkad. One of these texts mentions that
Sargon the Great subjugated Ebla as his vassal. Another
text, which is difficult to understand, tells how Sargon's
grandson, Naram-Sin, suffered a major defeat, and a third
text tells us that Naram-Sin finally destroyed Ebla. * It is
already evident that when the historical texts from this
new find are published, scholars will be able to fit all
these bits and pieces of information into a consistent
series of events in which Ebla played a pivotal part in the
relations of these kings with the west.
As a major political center
in what is now Syria, Ebla
had contacts with the other
powers of that time to the
north and east (beside Akkad). It has been reported
informally that an Egyptian
Pharaoh is named in one of
these texts. From what is already known, it appears that
when these references are
published they will provide a
welcome confirmation of the
broad outlines of ancient
Near Eastern chronology.
Not only do the Eblite texts
mention the major powers of
the day but several cities in
Palestine are also mentioned,
some of which are named in
the Bible.
Linguistically, it appears
that the Canaanite language
Continued on page 7

will ever challenge us to more holy living and more earnest endeavor in His service.
"Look at the cross of Calvary. It is a standing pledge
of the boundless love, the measureless mercy, of the
heavenly Father. 0 that all might repent and do their
first works. When the churches do this, they will love
God supremely and their neighbors as themselves. Ephraim will not envy Judah, and Judah will not vex Ephraim. Divisions will then be healed, the harsh sounds of
strife will no more be heard in the borders of Israel.
Through the grace freely given them of God, all will seek
to answer the prayer of Christ, that His disciples should
be one, even as He and the Father are one."-Selected
C.11
Messages, book 1, p. 385.
REFERENCES
(Except where indicated, R.S.V. is used throughout.)
7 Testimonies to Ministers, p. 91.
2 Rom. 3:21-26; 4:11-13; 9:30-10:6; Steps to Christ. p. 62.
Rom. 3:28.
4 Rom. 5:1, 9; 1 Cor. 6:11.
Rom. 6:16, 17; 14:17; 2 Cor. 6:14.
. Matt. 5:6; 6:33; 1 John 2:29.
7 Messages to Young People, p. 35; The Desire of Ages, p. 300.
. Titus 3:5-7.
Eph. 1:13, 14; 4:30; Rom. 8:23; 2 Cor. 5:5; 1:22.
John 1:1.
" John 1:14.
12 E. G. White, Signs of the Times, July 30, 1896.
13 See, for instance, John 1:1, 18; 20:28; Titus 2:13.
10 John 8:58.
rs See Acts 2:22; John 19:5; 7:46.
John 8:40.
.7 Rom. 1:3.
is See Luke 2:40, 52; The Desire of Ages, pp. 70, 71.
Mark 10:21; Matt. 9:36.
• Matt. 4:2; John 19:28; 4:6.
21 Phil. 2:7; Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:11, 14, 17.
22 2 Cor. 5:21.
2. 1 John 3:5.
2. The same truth we find expressed on the lips of Jesus: "The ruler of this world is coming.
He has no power over me" (John 14:30), literally, "He has nothing in me." Satan possessed
nothing in Christ. He had no hold on Him, no power over Him because Christ never consented,
not even once, to a sinful thought or act. "Which of you convicts me of sin?" was the unassailable truth about Jesus, the sinless Son of man (John 8:46).
These passages teach us the sinlessness or moral perfection of the human Jesus. He presents
Himself to us as the living impersonation of holiness and truth inseparably united. Not only did
Jesus never ask God for forgiveness, but He did not need regeneration, conversion, or reform.
2. Undated manuscript 73.
26 The Youth's Instructor, Dec. 20, 1900.
27 The Desire of Ages, p. 117.
Selected Messages, book 1, p. 256.
• The Desire of Ages, p. 664.
• Selected Messages, book 1, p. 253.
• The Desire of Ages, p. 49.
" Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 509.
" Signs of the Times, May 29, 1901.
The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on John 1:1-3, 14, p. 1128.
as The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on Heb. 2:14-18, p. 925.
1 Tim. 3:16.
"Was the human nature of the Son of Mary changed into the divine nature of the Son of
God? No; the two natures were mysteriously blended in one person-the man Christ Jesus. In
Him dwelt alt the fullness of the Godhead bodily. When Christ was crucified, it was His human
nature that died. Deity did not sink and die; that would have been impossible. Christ, the sinless One, will save every son and daughter of Adam who accepts the salvation proffered them,
consenting to become the children of God. The Saviour has purchased the fallen race with His
own blood.
"This is a great mystery, a mystery that will not be fully, completely understood in all its
greatness until the translation of the redeemed shall take place. Then the power and greatness
and efficacy of the gift of God to man will be understood. But the enemy is determined that this
gift shall be so mystified that it will become as nothingness."-The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on Mark 16:6, p. 1113. (Italics supplied.) "It was a mystery to angels that Christ, the Majesty of heaven, should condescend, not only to take upon Himself humanity, but to assume its heaviest burdens and most humiliating offices. This He did in order to
become like one of us, that He might be acquainted with the toil, the sorrows, and fatigue of
the children of men."-Child Guidance, p. 346. (Italics supplied.)
"It is impossible for finite minds fully to comprehend the character of the works of the Infinite One. To the keenest intellect, the most highly educated mind, that holy Being must ever remain clothed in mystery."-Steps to Christ, p. 105. (Italics supplied.)
"It is a mystery that is left unexplained to mortals that Christ could be tempted in all points
like as we are, and yet be without sin. The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and wilt ever
remain a mystery."-The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on John 1:1-3,
14, pp. 1128, 1129.
.7 Heb. 5:8, K.J.V.
• Heb. 2:18; 4:15.
39 See, for instance, Matt. 4:1-11.
• John 5:30; 6:38.
• See Ellen G. White's account in Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 267-289.
42 Heb. 4:15, K.J.V.
43 The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on Heb. 4:15, p. 929.
.4 See John 6:38-40; 7:16; 8:26-28; 12:48.
• Rev. 3:21, K.J.V.
Ibid.
' Ibid.
. Christ's Object Lessons, p. 420.

4.
4
4

• Rom. 6:14.
50 Eph. 4:23.
sr See Eph. 4:24.

• Christ Our Righteousness, pp. 56-63.
sa C.C. Bulletin, Feb. 28, 1893, p. 1 (see A. V. Olson, Through Crisis to Victory 1888-1901,
pp. 80, 81); Selected Messages, book 1, pp. 234, 235.
• Rev. 18:1.

Tell Mardikh Tablets

Continued from cover

represented in these texts will turn out to be closer to
Biblical Hebrew than any other Semitic language known
from the ancient Near East, even the later Canaanite
written on the coast of Syria at Ugarit. Most Semitic writing systems, including Hebrew, are consonantal; it was
not until Christian times that a system for adding vowels
to Biblical manuscripts was devised. But the Tell Mardikh tablets are written in a cuneiform script, whose
pronunciation is known. Hence these newly discovered
tablets will be of great value in helping scholars understand how Canaanite and even Hebrew words were pronounced.
The contents of the Ebla tablets will be of special interest to those who wish to learn of the culture and religion of the early Canaanites. But of greatest significance
to students of the Bible will be the light these tablets
throw on the background out of which the Old Testament
grew.
There may be a number of surprises. For instance, we
already know the Eblites had a Creation story and a
Flood story. This news weakens the position of many
modern scholars that the Hebrews borrowed these
stories from Mesopotamia, where these stories are supposed to have originated.
Early Law Code
Many critics at the turn of the century thought that
the Mosaic laws of the Old Testament had to be much
later than the time of Moses in the fifteenth century B.c.
Then came the discovery of the law codes of Hammurabi, Eshnunna, Lipit-Ishtar, and Ur-Nammu-all
from the beginning of the second millennium B.c. and all
showing that law in the ancient Near East was early and
not late.
Now we make the discovery that Ebla, too, had a law
code and it is several hundred years earlier than the
earliest so far known! Many of the case laws in the
Eblite code are said to sound like Exodus 21-23, especially since they are essentially in the same language.
Thus the antiquity of Biblical law is vindicated and we
see it in the context of its time.
According to the excavators, some of the personal
names mentioned in the new tablets read like a Who's
Who of Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament. This
does not mean, of course, that the characters we know
from the Bible are mentioned in the inscriptions, but it
does mean that the Biblical personages bore names common in their culture and time.
It will be some time before enough of these exciting
new tablets are published so that all interested scholars
may independently assess their significance for the date
of the patriarchal narratives, the Pentateuchal documentary hypothesis, the development of Israel's religion, and
the philological study of the Old Testament, but we already know enough to whet our appetites and we thank
God for yet another discovery that will certainly
❑
strengthen our faith in His Word.
For these texts see Ancient Near Eastern Texts (J. B. Pritchard, ed.), p. 268. "The Legend
of the King of Cuthah" is the text that tells of the defeat of Naram-Sin and it is discussed in
standard histories of Mesopotamia.
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